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SYLLABUS- Math 8
SY 2024-2025
TEACHER INFORMATION: 
· Jabal Moss
· [image: ]MossJa1@richmond.k12.ga.us
· 762-233-5874
· [bookmark: _Hlk173484279]REMIND: @24mathmoss
COURSE DESCRIPTION


GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Eighth grade (8th grade) mathematics course content regularly incorporate the 8 Mathematical Practices, the Framework for Statistical Reasoning, and the Mathematical Modeling Framework through four big ideas of content: (1) numerical reasoning, (2) functional & graphical reasoning, (3) patterning and algebraic reasoning, and (4) geometric and spatial reasoning. Much of the Grade 8 mathematics curriculum focuses on functions and linear relationships as building blocks to algebra and geometry. In this course, students will create, interpret, solve, and graph linear equations and inequalities in one variable, analyze the connections between proportional and non-proportional lines and equations, extend their knowledge of numerical reasoning and real numbers to include irrational numbers, develop an understanding of the properties of exponents, perform operations with numbers expressed in scientific notation, apply their geometric and spatial reasoning to interpret and solve problems involving the Pythagorean Theorem.

Textbook: Into Math Georgia – Math 8; HMH

COURSE STRUCTURE
	CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – MODULES OF STUDY
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	SEMESTER GRADES

	Minor Grades - 60% of the overall semester grade
(graded classwork, quizzes, learning tasks)
	Major Grades - 40% of the overall semester grade
(unit tests, common assessments, culminating tasks, and projects)

	FINAL GRADES

	Semester Grades - 100% of the final grade
	

	GRADING SCALE
	GRADE ANALYSIS

		Letter Grade
	Percent Range

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	75-79

	D
	70-74

	F
	69-Below



	Distinguished Learner               92%-100%
Proficient Learner                       80%-91%
Developing Learner                    68%-79%
Beginning Learner                        0%-67%


RICHMOND COUNTY BOE GRADING CRITERIA


ASSIGNMENTS AND ABSENCES



Students will receive a variety of assignments designed to enhance their learning. If a student is absent, the student is responsible for the missed assignment. Students who have an excused absence will be allowed five days to turn in the missed assignment. No work will be accepted after five days. If a student is absent, he/she is responsible for getting their own make up work. All work should be submitted in Canvas or to the teacher based on the discretion of the teacher.	

Each week students should check their modules for the current week’s assignments. All evidence of assignments regardless of the format will be submitted via Canvas. All assignments are due no later than Saturday of the current week at 11:59 pm without penalty of being late. Students will receive a late penalty for every day the assignment is not submitted, up to five days with 5% being deducted every day up to the fifth day. At the fifth day, the work and grade will be a zero. Please see the Richmond County IHA-R grading policy for more information. 

Notification of Assignments/Updates
Please visit Canvas or the school website under Mr. Moss’s website to see a Week-at -a-Glance for assignments and HW for the week.  

Grades for assignments will be posted within three days of the due date.

Canvas work for all- Students will have 5 days to resubmit an assignment on Canvas that is not a quiz or assessment if their score is not sufficient or stated by the teacher in the Comments section.

MAKE UP/LATE WORK




YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBMITTING YOU WORK ON TIME!

Makeup/Late Work 
Arrangements for completing make-up work is the responsibility of the parent and student. All assignments missed can be found in Canvas under the modules/assignments page. Students should check Canvas for all assignments. Assignments with hard/printed copies will be available in the purple crate labeled with the date of absence. Make-up work should be submitted to the assignment in Canvas prior to the assignment close-out date. If the assignment closes it will not be reopened for any reason. Students will have five days of an excused absence to arrange make-up work. Students who do not ask for their make-up work will receive a “0” for assignments after five days. There will be no make-up period for students who do not turn in coursework due to procrastination and forgetfulness.

RICHMOND COUNTY BOE RELEARN AND REASSESSMENT POLICY



After any major assessment, students can submit a relearning plan for parent and teacher approval. Upon satisfactory completion of the plan, as determined by the teacher, students will be given at least one opportunity to be reassessed.
· Students scoring below 70 on a major assessment are expected to complete a relearning plan unless exempted with parent/guardian approval. 
· This requirement is 100% student-centered and the teacher will not remind them more than once to complete the relearning plan within the specified time frame.
· If students refuse to complete a relearning plan and submit it to the teacher within 5 school days of the original assessment they will forfeit their opportunity to reassess.
· Reassessments will be a different version from the original.
· The reassessment score will replace the original score (the scores will not be averaged).
· When viewing the new score in the grade book the student and parent/guardian will see the new score with a decimal and their original score after the decimal.  Example: Original score of 67% new score of 89% in the grade book you will see 89.67%).
· Timeline for the R&R process: Generally, reassessments will be completed within 10 school days of receiving the original grade. The teacher has the discretion to extend the timeline to address extenuating circumstances.RULES AND EXPECATIONS




We are a 1 Rule Classroom: If what you are doing INTERERES with learning, HURTS someone’s heart, or PREVENTS you from being your best self…YOU SHOULDN’T BE DOING IT!

Follow the opening routines: 
1. Enter the classroom SILENTLY.
2. Take the DIRECT ROUTE to your seat.
3. Take out ALL MATERIALS for the day.
4. Begin your DO NOW with quality.CLASSROOM PROCEDURES



    

1. Walk into the classroom quietly and take your seat.
2. If you are tardy, you must have a pass from the office. 
3. If need be, sharpen your pencil or visit the wastebasket before class begins. This must be done within the first three minutes of coming to class.
4. As soon as you are seated, get out all materials needed for class. 
5. During assessments you are to raise your hand if you have a question, and I will come to you. Always bring a book to read after you finish your test because not everyone will finish the test at the same time.
6. During class work, raise your hand and I will come to you and if I am with another student, wait patiently and I will answer your question.
8. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check with me to see which assignments you missed. It is your responsibility to complete the assignments within five days.
9. Do not stand up, pack your book bag, clear off your desk or leave the classroom until instructed to do so.
10. During a fire or tornado drill, remain calm and walk quietly to our designated areas.
11. During any announcements, be quiet and listen until they are finished.
REQUIRED MATERIALS




· Notebook, with dividers and college ruled paper
· Pencils
· Chromebook
· Headphones
· Crayons, Colored Pencils, or Markers
· Notecards
· Glue, Ruler, and Graphing Paper
PLAGIARISM, CHEATING, AND THE USE OF AI & MATH APPS



Plagiarism is taking the ideas or writings of others and presenting them as if they were the student’s original thoughts. Students are not to plagiarize written math assignments. 

Cheating is talking or passing papers between students during a test, giving and/or receiving answers, and the use of math apps/software/AI/google to find answers without solving yourself. 
Cheating will NOT be tolerated! If any portion of an assignment is created or obtained through cheating or plagiarism, the teacher will assign a “0” for the assignment with no opportunity to improve the grade. 

THINK FOR YOURSELF AND DO YOUR OWN WORK! 
CLASSROOM RESTORATIVE PRACTICES




The restorative practices plan is as follows: 
First offense—Warning
Second offense- Parent Contacted
Third offense—Student-written plan to change behavior and sign by parent 
Fourth offense—Detention/parent contacted.
Fifth offense- Parent/Student/Teacher conference
Further offenses—Office referral(s). 

Please be sure to follow class, school, and district policies.
** Any student who is a major disruption to classroom procedure will be referred immediately to their assistant principal.  
***The classroom is a safe environment where everyone, regardless of background and ideals, is free to empress himself/herself. If you or anyone else feels unsafe in the classroom, please notify your teacher right away so the situation can be remedied

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM




It is the goal of the Mathematics department to have students learn to use and appreciate technology as a mathematical tool.  Graphing calculators are powerful mathematical tools.  Through their use students can visualize problems more quickly, discover mathematical properties, and validate their work done with pencil and paper. Graphing calculators are not substitutes for students learning mathematical concepts and processes.  They are to be used to enhance student learning.  I have a set of graphing calculators for students to use while in my classroom.  In order to ensure security, students will only be allowed to use one of my calculators on in-class quizzes and tests. 

Bring your technology (BYOT) allows students to have opportunities to learn mathematics using technology by bringing personal technology to school to use for instructional purposes only. Technology covers hand-held and other mobile equipment such as tablets, netbooks, notebooks, or other systems that can be used for word processing, Internet access, recording audio or video, and that may serve other purposes as deemed appropriate for a subject area by the teacher. The owner of the personal technology is responsible for the safe-keeping, storage, updating, charging and usage of the device. Laney High School is not liable for theft, loss, or damage. All users must follow the Richmond County Internet Acceptable Use Policy. Devices with other connectivity besides wireless (such as 3G or 4G) may only access the wireless network provided by RCSS. 

	TECHNOLOGY POLICY
	CELL PHONES ARE NOT ALLOWED IN MY CLASS. DUE TO THE DISTRICT BEING 1 TO 1 (WHICH MEANS EVERY STUDENT WILL HAVE A COMPUTER), CELL PHONES, SMART WATCHES, AND TABLETS ARE TO BE TURNED OFF AND HELD IN A SECURE LOCATION (THE STUDENT’S LOCKER) FOR THE ENTIRE CLASS PERIOD. 




	EXTRA HELP

	Online Resources
· Gizmos.com
· My.hrw.com
· Progress Learning – In your launchpad
· Khan Academy – www.khanacademy.org 

TUTORING
Tutoring times TBA
++Tutoring Schedule will be modified based on meetings (Faculty and Parent).
It is the responsibility of the parent and student to request additional help (I will need to be notified at least a week before the student plans to stay).

	GRADE RECOVERY
	The Recovery Policy is a provision for improving grades.  This policy allows students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade on ASSESSMENTS ONLY. 


Grade Recovery: Any student that has a grade below a 70 at the end of each grading period will receive a Grade Recovery Contract. Grade forgiveness will be used, whereby the original failing grade is replaced by the Grade Recovery grade for computing grade-point averages.



CONFRENCES




To schedule a conference with your teachers, please contact the Front Office 706-796-4944.



PLEASE COMPLETE THE BELOW PORTION AS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIVING THE SYLLABUS AND RETURN TO YOUR TEACHER FOR YOUR FIRST GRADE OF THE SEMESTER.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Information

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________    Date: _________________

Signing this acknowledges that I will strive for success.

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________    Date: _________________

Parent Contact Information (please print legibly below):
*Please check the best way(s) to contact you.

· E-mail address: ________________________________________________________
· Home phone: __________________________________________________________
· Cell phone #: __________________________________________________________
· Work phone # and hours ________________________________________________
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Unit Dates

Unit 0 Think Like a Mathematician

5 Days: August 5" — August 9"

Unit 1 Investigating Linear Expressions, Equations,
and Inequalities in One Variable

23 Days: August 12" - September 12"

BUFFER 3 Days: September 13" - September 17

Unit 2 Modeling Linear Relationships & Functions 30 Days: September 18" - November 1°
BUFFER 3 Days: November 1% — November 5™

Unit 3 Investigating Data & Statistical Reasoning 23 Days: November 12" - December 17"

BUFFER 3 Days: December 18" — December 20th

Unit 4 Real-Life Phenomena Explored Through
Systems of Linear Equations

23 Days: January 6" - February 6"

BUFFER

BUFFER

BUFFER

3 Days: February 7" - February 11"

23 Days: February 12" — March 18"

3 Days: March 19" - March 21%

15 Days: March 24" - April 22

3 Days: April 23" - April 25"

20 Days: April 28" — May 23

*Teachers should be within 2 weeks of the pacing guide.





